the United States over two decades, and an opportunity to chart for a number of years the temporal sequence of change.
Drawing from what we perceive as the "decline of community" literature, we investigate three major questions about temporal changes in social ties at the neighborhood level.
First, we test the thesis that non-local (non-neighborhood) ties have grown relative to local ties. Second, we investigate whether social ties at the neighborhood level have increasingly become disassociated from other types of social ties. In short, whether neighboring has become a more specialized or segmented role in economically developed societies. Third, we test whether neighboring has become increasingly selective of certain sub-groups of individuals: namely, those who lack the opportunity or resources to concentrate their social ties at the non-local level.
PREVIOUS THEORY
As noted above, the conventional wisdom in sociology is that geographically localized communities were once relatively autonomous as social units, but this condition has gradually given way to more geographically dispersed patterns of social interaction.
Consistent with this perspective, classical social theorists have frequently posited various forms of "gemeinschaft" in the past, in which communities had dense and highly interconnected social networks (Bender 1978) . The most frequently espoused view is that these ties have gradually been replaced by gesellschaft social relations, in which community ties are weak in strength, limited in number, and based on rationalized ends-means relationships rather than sentiment.
In their formulation of fundamental ideas about urban neighborhoods in the 1920's, University of Chicago sociologists such as Robert Park viewed them as frequently having a gemeinschaft quality, especially those that had long histories and were residentially stable (Guest 1984) . Parts of the city were viewed as little worlds, with relatively autonomous social and cultural patterns. Presumably, they attracted the interest and investment of almost all their residents, and, consequently, neighborhoods were centers for social life.
In the post-World War II period, however, sociologists frequently criticized such perspectives. The mass purchase of automobiles and the outward spread of the established city allegedly encouraged the demise of the traditional neighborhood as envisioned by Chicago sociologists. Some (Greer 1962 ) believed that localized communities now attracted limited interest and involvement from many residents. Those with ties were largely characterized by a rational investment in territory through the ownership of valuable homes or the rearing of children. Social ties were based more on a functional need to develop protective mechanisms for one's children and home rather than any particular inherent need to interact socially with others. Others (Gans 1962 (Gans , 1967 A useful interpretative piece of information in Table 3 These results thus provide some modest evidence for the community liberated thesis, but some support for both the "saved" and "lost" perspectives is evident. In support of the saved view, we find that neighborhood and non-neighborhood ties remain very similar.
In support of the "lost" thesis, we find that total social ties may be undergoing a very slight decline.
ASSOCIATION OF TIES
A second hypothesis, consistent with the decline of community thesis, is that the number of social ties with neighbors is becoming decreasingly related to the number of social ties with friends outside the neighborhood. In other words, neighborhood ties are becoming more specialized. As shown in Table 1 Table 3 With such a huge sample (over 20,000 individuals), it is easy to find that this difference is statistically significant; however, it could be argued that its substantive significance is much less evident. Table 4 shows little differential trend. We also tested for differential trends among a number of other social characteristics, but found very few that matched the patterns by age and workforce status.
There is little evidence of temporally different trends for both education and the number of children. The two R-squared values were virtually identical (the additive versus the interaction model). In addition, inspection of the mean values in
Overall, then, the data provide some evidence that neighboring is an increasingly specialized activity in terms of population subgroups, but the trends are not major or dramatic. Mostly, relatively universal trends across subgroups are occurring.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Evidence for the continuing role of localized neighborhood ties in social relationships can be assessed to some degree using the 22 years of data from the GSS. This is perhaps the best data available to test some important hypotheses, although we are Thus, the data provide some evidence for the community liberated perspective on social ties in contemporary American society.
At the same time, it is clearly necessary to qualify this conclusion. Even though there has been a decline in neighboring, the overall levels of neighborhood social ties in comparison to non-neighborhood ties were quite strong in 1996. Indeed, neighboring is a more variable activity than socializing with other friends, and thus it continues to be an important activity for a sizable segment of the population.
Elsewhere (Guest 1985) , the senior author has argued that another alternative to the perspectives of community "liberated", "lost", and "saved" is the community "mediate", in which individuals maintain ties to both neighborhood and extra-neighborhood levels.
While the U.S. population may be moving in the direction of the "community liberated", it seems fair to say that the "community mediate" may also be a fairly realistic way of describing the contemporary situation. 
